2 not gone away. They have focused on immigrant communities and the unusual ways in which immigrants have incorporated their worship into American life. They have examined the role of religion and religious groups in the making of mid-century American liberalism, and the have reminded us that Martin Luther King, Jr. derived his sensibilities as much from Jesus as from Gandhi. Also, how do we explain Selma without understanding the religious ecumenism of the mid-century? Women's history has looked to religious history as an ally, recognizing that, throughout American history, women have always gone to church more than men. "Women's History Is America Religious History" is the title of Ann Braude's seminal1997 article on the subject. There is also something to be said for the general role of secularization in American life. The word "secularization" has provoked a lot of discussion during the past thirty years, mostly debating the validity of Max Weber's idea that, as a society become more Industrial, more urban, more "modern," it also becomes more secular. In this telling, America truly is an exceptional nation, because unlike the industrialized nations of Europe, the United States has retained high percentages of churchgoing. But, some say, is it also not true that Butler said, when religion does appear in the telling of the recent American past, "it appears as a jack-in-the-box," popping up "colorfully" in American textbooks, then disappearing, mere "momentary, idiosyncratic thrustings up of impulses from a more distant American past or as foils for a more persistent secular history," but nothing more.
